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lion of a dependent vassal of the Tsar at a moment when
Turkey was helplessly, involved in war with Italy. The
Grand Vizier therefore resorted to the usual Turkish dilatory
tactics in dealing with disagreeable demands* For several
weeks he evaded a definite reply, telling Charykov that he
was delayed by having to consult other Ministers.110
M. Charykov also confided his proposal to the French
Ambassador in Constantinople. M. Bompard thought it
opportune, but shrewdly suggested the need of getting
England's assent, and telegraphed to Paris. The French
Government was much alarmed, and at once inquired in
St. Petersburg about the meaning of Charykov's confidences
to Bompard.111
Neratov and Izvolski were now faced with the very
delicate task of securing the assent of the Powers to this
modification of international treaties concerning the Straits.
With Italy and Germany this was easy enough. Italy
needed Russia's diplomatic support in putting pressure upon
Turkey to cede Tripoli. Tittoni quickly gave to Izvolski
a definite promise, written down at Izvolski's own dictation,
and guaranteed the Italian Government's approval.112
Germany also gave her full assent; Bethmann-Hollweg and
his Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Kiderlen, shrewdly cal-
culated that England would object anyway, and that there
was, therefore, no occasion for Germany to offend Russia
. needlessly. For Germany to object would simply be pulling
the chestnuts out of the fire for the British.113
Austria also, influenced by Germany, was ready to give
her consent, qualifying it only with a reservation which
would protect Austria from an attack by the Russian
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